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•	 On the tree are five leaves, symbolizing the five traits 
of a fully devoted follower of Jesus: Learns Continually, 
Worships Passionately, Loves Selflessly, Gives Sacrificially, Lives 
Missionally (Which we developed fall, 2006). The leaves also, 
being of different shape and color, symbolize the value of 
diversity within the church. 

•	 Jesus Christ died on a tree, and through his death and 
resurrection provides sustaining life for his people. 

•	 At the base of the tree 
is the subtle outline of 
an open bible formed 
by its roots, 
symbolizing 
our desire to be 
deeply rooted in 
the power of the 
Word of God and 
the illumination of 
the Holy Spirit.
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This booklet is a tool to help the Wawasee Bible 
family gain greater unity, clarity and joy in 

fulfilling God’s great destiny for our congregation 
as His representatives in this world.  

It states our mission (purpose),

our vision (passion),

our values (practice), 

and how we plan to fulfill 
that calling (process).
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Our Purpose:

To see people transformed into fully devoted followers of Jesus 
Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. 

Symbolism of Our Purpose in this Identity:

•	 The image of a tree is used in different places in scripture to 
represent people and to represent growth and transformation. 
Jeremiah 17:7-8 talks about the goal of being like a tree 
planted by the water whose roots go deep and provide 
nourishment and hope and fruit even when the droughts of 
life come. Paul and Jesus both talk about our lives bearing 
spiritual fruit like that of a tree. God’s people collectively are 
also referred to as a living organism in Scripture, even as a tree 
at times with the Gentiles being grafted in. 

•	 The idea of transformation is often one of slow, steady 
growth. The life cycle of a tree very much mirrors the 
way a Christian should grow and be transformed into 
maturity. What began as a small seed becomes a powerful 
monument of life and strength as it is nurtured and slowly 
matures over time. 
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5.	 Because all people matter to God, we care about 
reaching and serving every person He places in our 
spheres of influence.

Psalm 139:13-14; John 3:16; 1 Timothy 1:15; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 John 4:20-21

6.	 We believe that a perfect and creative God is worthy of 
our best, therefore, we strive for excellence in all we do.

Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 8:1, 33:2-3; 2 Corinthians 8:7;  1 Peter 1:15-16

7.	 The gospel is a sacred trust given to the church. 
Therefore, every person is to be active in sharing the 
reality and message of the gospel.

Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 8:14; Romans 10:14-15; 2 Timothy 1:8-14

8.	 Believers grow best in the environment of healthy 
personal relationships. Therefore, we desire to promote 
small group opportunities for every person.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Mark 6:6b-7; Acts 2:32, 34a, 46-47; Galatians 6:1; 1 Peter 4:10; 
Hebrews 3:12-13, 10:24-25

9.	 We believe that Christians are to be the conscience of our 
community. Therefore, we promote the value of being 
involved redemptively in the community.

Matthew 5:13-15, Ephesians 6:12-13; 1 Timothy 3:15
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To see people transformed into fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit and the 
Word of God.
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To be the Kingdom of God in our community by joyfully wor-
shipping Jesus, bringing help and hope through living and 
sharing His Story, and growing together by the truth of God’s 
Word.
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Bringing glory to God while helping people know Jesus 
through living and sharing His Story.

Bringing glory to God while helping people know Jesus 
through living and sharing His Story.

These nine core values define the way we do life together.

1. Our ultimate purpose in all we do is to glorify God and to 
make Him the center of all we do.

Isaiah 42:8; 1 Corinthians 10:31-33; Revelation 14:7

2.  We believe the Bible is God’s revealed authority for every 
generation in how to live joyfully and successfully.

Deuteronomy 8:2; Psalm 119:105; Jeremiah 23:29; Ephesians 6:17; Colossians 3:16; 2 
Timothy 2:25, 3:16; Hebrews 4:12

3.	 We believe every person’s destiny is to grow to full 
spiritual maturity.

Psalm 37:28; Matthew 6:24; Mark 8:34-35; Philippians 2:12-13; Titus 3:14; Revelation 
17:14

4.	 We believe that the church is to help every person 
discover their God-given gifts and use them to serve Him 
joyfully.

Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7; Galatians 6:9; 1 Peter 4:10

Our Practice

These nine core values define the way we do life together.

1. Our ultimate purpose in all we do is to glorify God and to 
make Him the center of all we do.

Isaiah 42:8; 1 Corinthians 10:31-33; Revelation 14:7

2.  We believe the Bible is God’s revealed authority for every 
generation in how to live joyfully and successfully.

Deuteronomy 8:2; Psalm 119:105; Jeremiah 23:29; Ephesians 6:17; Colossians 3:16; 2 
Timothy 2:25, 3:16; Hebrews 4:12

3.	 We believe every person’s destiny is to grow to full 
spiritual maturity.

Psalm 37:28; Matthew 6:24; Mark 8:34-35; Philippians 2:12-13; Titus 3:14; Revelation 
17:14

4.	 We believe that the church is to help every person 
discover their God-given gifts and use them to serve Him 
joyfully.

Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7; Galatians 6:9; 1 Peter 4:10

Our Practice



Our Process

Our Process

This description of a Fully Devoted Follower of Jesus shapes 
who we are and how we do ministry.
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1. Learns Continually.
A fully devoted follower is committed 
to knowing God through the 
disciplined study of His Word.

2. Worships Passionately.
Because of God’s great worth, a fully 
devoted follower is joyfully committed 
to pursuing His glory in all things, both 
personally and corporately.
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3. Loves Selflessly.
A fully devoted follower serves God 
willingly through actively seeking the 
needs of others above one’s own.

4. Gives Sacrificially 
A fully devoted follower demonstrates 
that God is one’s greatest treasure 
by releasing their resources for the 
advancement of His Kingdom in the 
lives of people.

5. Lives Missionally
A fully devoted follower pursues 
relationships with others in order 
to share the journey in knowing the 
Savior.
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